RAGEtTVANSA-----RAHWAY.

cobbler, John Pounds, who about 1819 began
to take in the ragged children of the district
in wbich he lived and teach them while he
was at work. The name of Dr. Guthrie of
Edinburgh is prominent among those who
developed this scheme of rescue.

Raghuvaiisa, the title of one of the most
celebrated Sanskrit poems. Its subject is
the legendary history of the solar kings, or
kings descended from the sun.

Raglan, FITZBOY JAMES HBNBY SOUBB-
SET, LORD, born 1788, youngest son of
Henry, fifth duke of Beaufort, entered the
army in 1804; was attached in 1807 to the
Hon. Sir Arthur Paget's embassy to Tur-
key; and the same year served on Sir Arthur
Wellesley's staff in the expedition to Copen-
hagen. He acted as military secretary to the
latter during the Peninsular war, in which
he greatly distinguished himself at the cap-
ture of Baclajoz. At "Waterloo he lost his
right arm. From 1816 to 1819 he acted as
secretary to the embassy at Paris; and from
1819 to 1852 as military secretary to the
Duke of Wellington. In 1852 he was made
master-general of the ordnance, and was ele-
vated to the House of Peers as Baron
Raglan. On the breaking out of the Cri-
mean war he received the appointment of
commander of the forces, and displayed much
personal bravery as well as an amiable and
conciliatory temper; but he had no great
fitness for the position in which he was
placed, and the repulse of the allies in their
attack on the Redan, allied with other
causes, aggravated the mild form of cholera
from which he was suffering, and he expired
June 28,1855.

Ragman. Roll, the name of the collection
of those instruments by which the nobility
and gentry of Scotland were constrained to
subscribe allegiance to Edward I. of Eng-
land in 1296, and which were more particu-
larly recorded in four large rolls of parch-
ment, consisting of thirty-five pieces sewed
together, kept in the Tower of London.

Ragnarok (rag'na-rek), in Scandinavian
mythology, literally twilight of the gods or
doom of the gods, the day of doom when the
present world will be annihilated to be re-
constructed on an imperishable basis.

Ragout (ra-go'; French, ragout), meat or
fish stewed with vegetables, and highly sea-
soned to excite a jaded appetite,

Rags, though valueless for most purposes,
are yet of great importance in the arts, par-
ticularly in paper - making. (See Paper.)
Besides the rags collected in the United

Kingdom, the article is imported in large
quantities from various foreign countries.
Woollen rags, not being available for paper,
are much used for manure; but those of a
loose texture, and not too much worn, are
unravelled by means of machinery, and
mixed up with good wool, to form what is
known as shoddy, with which cheap woollen
goods are made; while the refuse is pulver-
ized and dyed various colours, to form the
flock used by paper-stainers for their flock-
papers.
Ragstone, a stone of the siliceous kind,
so named from its rough fracture. It effer-
vesces with acids, and gives fire with steel.
It is used for a whetstone without oil or
water for sharpening coarse cutting tools.
It is abundant in Kent, at Newcastle, and
elsewhere. The term is also applied to
certain limestones which contain many
fragments of shells resembling rags.
Ragu'sa, a seaport of Austria, in Dal-
matia, on a peninsula in the Adriatic, is
surrounded by old walls flanked with towers,
and has several forts. The streets rise ter-
race-wise, and none of the edifices are re-
markable. The trade is now insignificant
compared with former times. Ragusa is
supposed to have been founded by Greeks
in B.C. 589, Falling successively under the
dominion of the Romans and the Greek
emperors, it finally asserted its indepen-
dence, which it long maintained, though
having to pay tribute to one or other of its
powerful neighbours. In 1814 it finally
came into the possession of Austria. Pop.
7245.
Ragu'sa, a town of Sicily, 29 miles w,s.w,
of Syracuse, on the right bank of the river
of its name, divided into Upper and Lower
Ragusa. It has considerable manufactures
of silk stuffs, and a trade in corn, wine, oil,
&c. Pop. 30,443.
Ragwort, RAGWEED, the popular name
of various species of composite plants of the
genus Senecio, found in Britain, so called
from the ragged appearance of the leaves.
The common ragwort (S. Jacobaa) is a peren-
nial with golden yellow flowers, growing by
the side of roads and in pastures. It is a
coarse weed, refused or disliked by horses,
oxen, and sheep, but eaten by hogs and
goats.
Railway, a town of the United States, in
Union county, New Jersey, 20 miles s.w. of
New York, on river of same name, navigable
for small craft. Industries include carriage
and other factories. Pop. 7105.
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